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gentlemen continued firm to the King ; nor, indeed, in any part of the North of England.
December 8. The Prince of Wales, poor infant, was brought from Portsmouth to London, when everybody believed he had been sent into France; and on Sunday night, being the 9th, the Queen with the prince went about twelve o'clock to a barge down the river secretly prepared, and, the wind being fair, wafted over to Dunkirk. A regiment of Scotch horse deserted and went over to the Prince of Orange, from the King's army. There was scarce an hour but his Majesty received, like Job, some message of some revolt or misfortune or other. So that the King himself, upon the llth, by ill advice, did also withdraw himself privately, with only two or three persons along with him, as most thought, to follow the Queen. This absenting himself was the more wondered at, because the commissioners sent to the Prince of Orange had sent him word that they thought that things might be accommodated with his highness to his Majesty's satisfaction ; whereupon lie ordered the Cabinet Council to meet the next clay at nine in the morning, but intended nothing less than to be there, but went away that very night, without leaving any orders behind him or directions in the least. My Lord Chancellor withdrew himself at the same time, and took the Great Seal along with him ; so that all things seemed to be left in confusion, and the general consternation was suitable to it. Upon this the lords spiritual and temporal and the general officers wrote to the prince to let him know that the King had left them, and that they would endeavour to keep all things in order till they received his highness's directions, inviting him to town at the same time.
The rabble being sufficiently animated against the papists before, and more especially now thinking (and reasonably) that the counsel given the King to withdraw himself came from them, rose in prodigious numbers, and